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Two millennia ago, the residents of Jerusalem 
welcomed Christ as the savior of the Jewish 
people—a worldly ruler who would free them 
from the oppression of the Roman empire. 
Their Messiah would be a king in the conven-
tional sense—”with royal purple robes, a crown 
encrusted with precious stones, a scepter to 
show his earthly position, and a sword to lead 
his armies into battle and victory over all who 
would oppress his people.” This was  their im-
agination how Messiah is supposed to be. 

Instead, Christ entered Jerusalem as a symbol 
of a different kingship—that of the Kingdom of 
Heaven—a kingdom of peace and love, of 
meekness and kindness, of a hand reaching out 
to help rather than holding a physical weapon. 
His rule would certainly not be what the people 
expected…nor what they wanted. Temporal 
power and strength were the visible signs that 
the Jews looked for in their Messiah…not a 
humble and quiet man who taught them peace, 
love, and repentance! 

Throughout the ages, human beings have 
sought a better life…many times not realizing 

Palm Sunday  
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that what looks better to them is truly worse for them! The old 
saying that “the grass is always greener on the other side of the 
fence” is true regardless of time. We yearn for something more 
grand, shinier, prettier, bigger, better, faster, and at times any-
thing other than what we have now. We forget that many times 
we have struggled to get there—sacrificed time, effort, and mon-
ey—only to look at our neighbor to see the “new and improved 
model” of whatever we have! 

Those who welcomed Christ did not have an easy life—there 
was no internet, smartphone or other gadgets that make our lives 
easy today. They struggled to feed their families and to have a 
roof over their heads. The Roman authorities knew one way to 
rule—keep them in fear! They constantly had to show everyone 
that they could—and would—crush anyone or anything which 
they saw as a threat to their power. Any hint at a popular leader 
rising from among the Jews was met swiftly and decisively with 
action…arrest, prison, and death were the typical solutions. 

Crucifixion was the “prime-time” solution—threats, or per-
ceived threats—were quickly tried and the execution was slow, 
painful, and very visible to all—the victims were tortured and 
hung along the roads of Jerusalem so all might see the power of 
Caesar! Intimidation and fear were the constant companion to 
those who lived in the days of Christ…whether from the Roman 
soldiers or the Jewish authorities who were in league with them. 
The bodies of those crucified were left to rot in the hot sun, then 
taken down to be eaten by the wild animals—a visible reminder 
to anyone who would dare think of challenging the status quo. 

When Christ appeared, hope came to the Jews—here was a man 
who would take away their daily sufferings—free them from the 
yoke of the Roman eagle and the high priests… They looked for 
a better life in this world and saw Jesus as the one who would 
lead them to that life. They never realized that the kingdom that 
Christ brought was not of this world, but that of His Father in 
Heaven! 
Christ was also a very real threat to the priests and elders who 
were beholden to the Roman authorities for their power…and 
their standard of living. As long as they kept order among their 
people, the Romans would allow them a large amount of free-
dom. If, however, the populace began to grumble and showed 
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Sunday April 17 Palm Sunday 

9:30am Divine Liturgy & blessing of Pussy willows & Palms 

Children bake Pascha Bread  

Monday April 18 

 Bridegroom matins 6:30pm 

Tuesday April 19 

9:00am Pascha Bread baking for parishioners 

Wednesday April 20 

6:30 pm- Holy Unction Service  
Holy Thursday April 21 

6:30pm Reading of 12 Passion Gospels  

Holy Friday April 22 

6:00 PM Children decorate the tomb  

6:30 PM Vespers. Procession with Holy Shroud 

Holy Saturday April 23 

 10:00am Vesperal Divine Liturgy 

10:00pm Reading of the Acts 11:30pm Midnight 

Office 

Holy Pascha, April 24 Sunday 
Resurrection of Our Lord and God Jesus Christ! 
12 am Midnight Paschal Matins & Festal Divine Litur-
gy with blessing of the baskets inside the hall 
11 am Agape Vespers blessing of baskets outside 

Bright Monday April 25 
         9:00 am Divine Liturgy led by His Eminence Archbishop 
Daniel. We will have the opportunity to venerate Myrrh-
streaming Icon of the Mother of God Kardiotissa 
St. Thomas Sunday May 1 
 9:30am Divine Liturgy  
 Lamb and Chicken Roast Huge Egg Hunt for kids 
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Sunday School teachers’ corner 

SUNDAY SCHOOL RECAP FOR 4/10/22 
We read and discussed an article: 
"What is the Significance of Mountains in the 
Bible?" 
Mountains are mentioned frequently in the Bible because 
they dotted the landscape where the stories in the Bible take 
place. Mountains and hills are mentioned more than 500 times 
in Scripture. Mountains have a logical religious symbolism for 
Jewish and Christain cultures since they are "closer to God" 
who dwells in the heavens. As a result, God often reveals  
himself on a mountaintop in the text. 
A few examples: 
Old Testament: Mount Sinai is the place where Moses received 
the gift of law, the Ten Commandments. Mount Sinai is the  
symbol of God's covenant with Israel. 
New Testament: Jesus delivers the Beatitudes in His Sermon 
on the Mount. Jesus appoints the 12 disciples on a mountain. 
A very significant mountain scene in the Gospels, is the  
Transfiguration of Jesus. He appears with Moses and Elijah, 
who themselves encountered God on the mountaintop in the 
Old Testament.  
We also looked at a map which showed several of the mountains 
and hills in the area.  
 

God Bless Ukraine and Her People,   Ms. Karen & Ms. Debbie 

signs of discontent, the Roman governor would immediately send 
his troops to stop it—whether indirectly, by removing the Jewish 
leadership, or directly by going into the city and removing the 
leaders of the insurgents. 
This was the reality of the time when Christ came to Jerusalem to 
confront the temporal rulers…Caiaphas and Pontius Pilate would 
both be challenged by Jesus. He would be tried and led out to the 
people along with Barabas—one of them would be released by 
Pilate. Those same people who had welcomed Him with palms 
and branches of trees—who had taken off their cloaks and laid 
them upon the road as He entered Jerusalem—would cry out 
“Crucify him! Crucify him!” when prompted by the leaders of the 
Jews. 
How easily the people were transformed—from love and happi-
ness to hate and anger…because they did not get what they want-
ed—immediately!  
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We ask all of you to remember in your prayers the 
 following individuals, who are in need of God's healing 
 and grace: Ralph Palm, Patricia Lewandowski, Nikolai, An-
driy, Irina,  Karoline, David, Irine, Zoriana, Lev, Nina, 
Kathryn, Louise Podlecki, Andy, Irene, Bohdan, Pavlo, Kevin 
& Polina, Borislav, Irene Belkow, Alla Grzymski, Kathy 
Grzymski, Jeanne Maack, Pani Mary Donahue,  Tony Zerebny, 
Nicole, Elena, John & Patti, Michael, Barbara Patronik, Katie 
Bruce, Michael Kimak, Chloe McKinney, Yuriy Zmysly, Dor-
othy Seliga, Halyna & Wolodymer Kashpar, Priest Vasyl 
Dovhan, Priest Petro, PM Maria, Frankie, Zachary, Orest, Al-
exander, Anatoli & Pamela, Paul & Melissa,  
Olga, Janet and Natalia. 
Pray for Our expecting mothers: 
Michelle, Iryna, Oksana 
 If there is anyone who is in need of prayers, and you want to 
add them to the prayer corner, please notify Fr. Vasyl.  

Prayer Corner for the Month of April 

Sisterhood of St. Anne 

God bless our volunteers! 
What a great day on Thursday April 14, 2022 
Our loyal customers have come to support us and 
buy our product. 
Another Pre-Easter Sale was tremendous success!!! 
 
Our gratitude goes to all of the volunteers who have been helping 
us out during these past few weeks. 
Both crews; Day crew and evening crew you are unbelievable. 
Special thanks go to Dean Thompson and his fishing bodies crew. 
 
 
If you would like to order Easter Pascha Bread before Our 
Easter April 24 
please place your orders with  
PM Olenka or Mary Wisniowski by TODAY 
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For the health and God’s blessings of family members 

by Alvine & Mike Gbur 

For the health of Patti Faye by John Batura 

For the health and God’s blessings of the people of 

Ukraine by Tom Gbur 

God’s blessings for Good health & happiness for the Oberts 

family Anne, son Bill, Nicholas, Michelle. God keep us safe  

Anne Seliga Oberts 

God’s blessings in memory of my mother Mary & Paul Seliga.  

For the health of Patti Lewandowski by Fr. Vasyl 

For the health and quick recovery for John Jaksich by 

Fr. Vasyl  

For the health of Patti Lewandowski by PM Olenka 

—————————————————————– 

In memory of all of the innocent victims of war in Ukraine 

Janet Milton in blessed memory of Monte on the 6th anniver-

sary of his passing. Memory Eternal. 

 

God’s blessings for my Brother Paul Seliga. Eternal Rest Anne 

Seliga Oberts  

In memory of my mother Polina by Halyna Kashpar Memory 

Eternal! Царствo Небесне! 

  

In memory of my father  Pavlo. Memory Eternal Heavenly 

Kingdom by Halyna Kashpar 

 

In memory of Gregory Beck by Pat & Michael Beck 

In memory of John Mulholland by Pat & Michael Beck 

In memory of Monte Milton by Pat & Michael Beck 

 

In memory of newly reposed brother Myron Stefurak by Mari-

ya Zerebny  

In memory of newly departed  Andrea Manson by PM Olenka 
 

Seven Day Vigil Candles 
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Next Bible Study group meeting is  
Tuesday April 19, 2022 at 6:30 pm.   
Via zoom 
 If you are interested in joining the study, please see Fr. Vasyl 

Bible Study 

Today Memorial service on the 40th day of pass-

ing into eternal life of Andrea Manson. Requested 

by Rose Heck 

 

Today In Loving memory of + Michael & Magda-

lene Bruce– Memory Eternal by Barbara & Katie 

Bruce  

 

May 15 In memory of mother Oksana Sendeha on the 1st anni-

versary of passing into eternal life. Fr. Vasyl & Family 

 

May 21 In memory of Metropolitan Constantine of blessed 

memory on the 10th Anniversary of stepping into Eternal life. 

March Memorial Service  

Eternal Light 

Barbara & Katie in memory of 

   + Michael & Magdalene Bruce 

Donations in memory of Andrea Manson 

Barbara & Katie Bruce — $50.00 to building fund 

Karen & Stanley Jakubczak —$100.00 to Sisterhood of St Anne 
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Coffee Hour Schedule 

Humanitarian Aid 

We continue to collect Humanitarian Aid for Ukraine.  
We always welcome volunteers to help us sort, pack, load/
unload the collected items and send them to our shipper  
Precision Circuits — George Cepynsky . 
 
We continue to collect funds. If you would like to donate finan-
cial. Please make check payable to Sts. Peter and Paul Church 
MEMO: Ukraine. 
 
Humanitarian Aid is shipped by trucks to New Jersey. Form 
there it flies out to Poland and is moved by trucks to Ukraine 
 
Special thank you to Ray, Tina and Mary Fischer who has been 
on top of sorting and packing donated items.  
Precision Circuits, Icare4vision— George and Natalia Cepyn-
sky and BSL Trucking — Serhiy and Olga Bureiko and  
ITV Inc.—Rudak and Liberis Families for investing a lot of 
time, effort and finances into this project. 
 

We are back to sponsored coffee hours  
 
If you would like to volunteer, please let Mary Wisniowski or 
Fr. Vasyl know.  
You can sponsor coffee hour monetary by donating $25.00 to 
cover the cost of one coffee hour. 
 
April 17— volunteer needed  
April 24— Easter Pascha  
May 1– Lamb and Chicken Roast Dinner 
May 8 — volunteer needed  
May 15—PM Olenka Sendeha 
May 22 — volunteer needed  
May 29 — volunteer needed  


