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PATRIARCHAL ENCYCLICAL  
FOR CHRISTMAS 

+ B A R T H O L O M E W 

BY GOD’S MERCY, ARCHBISHOP OF 
CONSTANTINOPLE-NEW ROME 
AND ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH 
TO ALL THE PLENITUDE OF THE CHURCH 

GRACE, MERCY AND PEACE FROM THE 
SAVIOR CHRIST BORN IN BETHLEHEM 

Most honorable brother hierarchs, 
Beloved children in the Lord, 
Today our Holy Church celebrates the Na-
tivity in the flesh of the pre-eternal Son and 
Word of God, this “foreign and strange mys-
tery” that “was concealed from ages and 
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from generations” (Col. 1:26). In Christ, the truth about God and 
humankind is definitively revealed, as St. Cyril of Alexandria so 
theologically explains: “We are human by nature, but He conde-
scended to what is contrary to divine nature for the sake of love 
and became man. We are servants of God by nature as His crea-
tion, but He became a servant once again, contrary to divine na-
ture when He became man. But the reverse also holds true: He is 
God in essence, and we are, by grace, able to ascend to what is 
contrary to human nature. For we are human, and He is the Son 
by nature, yet we too become sons by status inasmuch as we are 
called to fellowship in Him.” 
“Know the truth, and the truth shall set you free” (Jn. 8:32). Our 
Lord Jesus Christ is “the way and the truth and the life” (Jn. 
14:6), the liberator of man “from enslavement to the enemy.” 
There is no life and liberty without the Truth or outside the 
Truth. Giving any meaning we desire to our life is not freedom, 
but the contemporary version of original sin, our self-enclosure 
within self-sufficient and self-serving independence, without a 
perception for truth as a relationship with God and our fellow 
human beings. Christmas is the time for self-knowledge, for un-
derstanding the difference between “God becoming man” and 
“man acting as god.” It is the time for awareness of the Christian 
teaching that “we do not speak of man becoming divine, but of 
God becoming human.” 
The message of the good news about Christmas today echoes 
alongside the din of war and the clash of weapons in Ukraine, 
which is experiencing the horrible consequences of a provoca-
tive and unjust invasion. For us Christians, all wars are the mur-
der of our brothers; they are all civil wars, which as the Holy 
and Great Council of the Orthodox Church proclaimed, are “the 
result of the presence of evil and sin in the world.”In the case of 
Ukraine, the words of St. Gregory Palamas about his contempo-
raneous bloody conflicts among Orthodox believers in Thessalo-
niki are still more relevant: “For their common nurturing mother 
is the holy Church and devotion, whose chief and perfecter is 
Christ, the genuine Son, who is not only our God, but who also 
deigned it appropriate to be our brother and Father.” 
 
In the person of Christ, the “recapitulation” of all has been 
achieved, the emergence of unity within the human race and the 
sanctity of the human person, the opening of the way toward the 
“likeness of God,” and the revelation of the peace “that surpass-
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es all understanding” (Phil. 4:10). Christ is “our peace” (Eph. 
2:14), and it is to Christ that the historic and emblematic Sacred 
Church of “Holy Irene” is dedicated in the City of Constantine. 
Our Savior blesses the “peacemakers,” for “they shall be called 
children of God” (Matt. 5:9); He promotes the notion of right-
eousness and love, even toward our enemies. In the Divine Litur-
gy, the Orthodox Church prays “for the peace from above” and 
“for the peace of the whole world.” And during the Liturgy of 
Basil the Great, we pray to and glorify the Giver of all good 
things: “Grant us your peace and your love, Lord our God; for 
you have granted us all things.” As recipients and supreme bene-
ficiaries of all things from God, we are obliged more than any-
one else to strive for peace in accordance with the scriptural: “To 
the one that has received much, more will be demanded” (Lk. 
12:48). In this sense, all that is enacted by Christians contrary to 
this principle does not primarily affect Christianity but rather 
those who live contrary to the divine commandments. 
Never in the history of humankind has peace among peoples 
been a condition taken for granted. Instead, it was everywhere 
and always the result of inspired initiatives, of courage and self-
sacrifice, of resistance to violence and rejection of war as a 
means of resolving differences, and a perpetual struggle for jus-
tice and protection of human dignity. Their contribution to peace 
and reconciliation constitutes the primary criterion for the credi-
bility of religions. Within religious traditions, there are undoubt-
edly motivations not only for inner peace, but also for the ad-
vancement and establishment of societal peace and overcoming 
aggression in relations between people and nations. This is espe-
cially significant in our time when the position is maintained that 
peace will ensure due to economic development, a rise in living 
standards, and progress in science and technology through digital 
communication and the internet. We are convinced that there can 
be no peace among people and civilizations without peace 
among religions without dialogue and collaboration. Faith in 
God strengthens our effort for a world of peace and justice, even 
when that effort confronts humanly unsurpassable hurdles. At 
any rate, it is unacceptable for representatives of religions to 
preach fanaticism and fan the flames of hatred. 
Most reverend brothers and beloved children, 
Christ is born; glorify Him. Christ is descending from the heav-
ens; come and meet Him. Christ is on earth; rise up to greet Him! 
Adhering to the exhortation of our holy predecessor on the 
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Thank you very much to all 
of those who have  
participated at the Giving 
Tree Project.  
You have made some dreams 
come true for  
refugee families this Christ-
mas season.  

Here is our tree all decorated in the 
Church 
 temple. May God bless you and reward 
you hundredfold for your generosity! 

Безкoштoвнi урoки 

Англiйськoï мoви кoжний 

Четвер o 6:00 вечoра i кoжну 

Недiлю пiсля Служби Бoжoï. Служба Бoжа o 9:30 ранку. 

Our Parish is offering ESL (English as a Second Language 

classes in the evenings for adults as well as children free of 

charge. If you know someone who immigrated to the Unites 

States and would like to learn English please let them know of 

the opportunity. For more information, please see Ray Fischer 

or Pat Wolsko. Classes: Thursdays at 6:00pm and Sundays at 

11:30 am at the Church hall. 

 

Giving Tree 

Throne of the Church of Constantinople, let us celebrate the na-
tivity of the world’s Savior with spiritual joy, “not in an earthly, 
but in a heavenly manner,” avoiding “everything superfluous and 
unnecessary; especially when others – made of the same clay and 
combination – are suffering hunger and poverty.” We pray that 
all of you may enjoy a prayerful and glorious Holy Twelve Days 
of Christmas, like a genuine fullness of time and radiance of the 
light of eternity. May the coming 2023 prove – by the goodness 
and grace of the Divine Word that became flesh for us and for 
our salvation – to be a period of peace, love, and solidarity, truly 
a year in the righteousness of our Lord! 
We wish you many blessed years! 
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Sunday  

January 8 

9:30am 

30 Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 5 Sunday 
after the Nativity of Christ. Holy Righteous 
Joseph the Betrothed, David the King, and 
James the Brother of the Lord. Holy Protomar-
tyr and Archdeacon Stephen (34). Ven. Theo-
dore Graptus of Palestine and Bithynia, confes-
sor (840). St. Theodore, archbishop of Constan-
tinople (686). Sunday after Nativity: Gal. 1:11-
19; Mat. 2:13-23 Of the Day Col. 3:12-16; 
Luke 18:35-43 

Fridays  
January 6 

The Eve of the Nativity of Christ. Hours: 1 
Hour - Heb. 1:1-12 Mt. 1:18-25 3 Hour - Gal. 
3:23-29 Lk. 2:1-20 6 Hour - Heb. 1:10-2:3 Mt. 
2:1-12 9 Hour - Heb. 2:11-18 Mt. 2:13-23 Lit: 
Heb. 1:1-12 Lk. 2:1-20 . Strict Fast Day 

Wednesday 
January 11 

6:00pm 

Akathist to the Mother of God 6:30pm 
Special intentions for healing of the sick with 
cancer. Special prayers for Ukraine in front of 
copy of miraculous Icon of Queen of All. 

Saturday 

January 7 

9:30am 

THE NATIVITY ACCORDING TO THE 
FLESH OF OUR LORD, GOD AND SAV-
IOUR JESUS CHRIST. The Adoration of the 
Magi: Melchior, Caspar, and Balthasar. Matins: 
Mt. 1:18-25; Gal. 4:4-7; Mt. 2:1-12 Liturgy of 
St. John Chrysostom. From January 7th till 
January 18th is a fast-free period.  

Sunday  

January 15 

9:30am 

31Sunday after Pentecost, Tone 6 Sunday 
before the Theophany.  
Forefeast of the Theophany. 
St. Sylvester of the Kyiv Caves (12th c.). 
Sunday before Theophany - 2 Тim. 4:5-8; Mk. 
1:1-8 

Saturday  

January 14 

9:00am 

THE CIRCUMCISION OF OUR LORD 
JESUS CHRIST. St. Basil the Great, archbish-
op of Caesarea in Cappadocia (379). Martyr 
Basil of Ancyra (362). St. Emelia, mother of 
St. Basil the Great (375To Circumcision: Col. 
2:8-12; Lk. 2:20-21, 40-52 To Saint: Heb. 7:26 
- 8:2; Lk. 6:17-23 Liturgy of St. Basil the Great 
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For the health and speedy recovery of Archbishop 
Daniel after his surgery by PM Olenka 
For the health of Father Taras Naumenko by Fr. 
Vasyl 
For the health of Patti Faye by John Batura 
For the health of Fr. Vasyl by Parish 
For the health of Anatoli Omelian by Sendeha Family 
———————————————————— 
In memory of our Father John Batura by Elena and John Ba-
tura 
In memory of my husband Anthony Zerebny by his wife 
Mariya Zerebny.  
In memory of Stefurak, Yaniv, Zerebny, Jurchik, Bahriy, 
Matviev, Marteklas families by Maria Zerebny 
 
 

Seven Day Vigil Candles 

We ask all of you to remember in your prayers 
the following individuals, who are in need of 
God's healing and grace: Dr. Alexander Ivanov 
and family, Andy, Irene, Bohdan, Ralph Palm, Patricia & Bob 
Lewandowski, Nikolai,  Karoline, David, Irine, Zoriana, Lev, 
Anatoliy, Louise Podlecki, Kevin & Polina, Borislav, Irene 
Belkow, Alla Grzymski, Kathy Grzymski, Pani Mary Do-
nahue, Nicole, Elena, John & Patti, Michael, Barbara Patronik, 
Katie Bruce, Michael Kimak, Chloe McKinney, Yuriy Zmysly, 
Dorothy Seliga, Halyna & Wolodymer Kashpar, Mykola, 
Priest Vasyl Dovhan, Priest Petro, PM Maria, Frankie, Orest, 
Alexander, Anatoli & Pamela, Paul & Melissa,  Olga, Janet 
and Natalia. 
 Pray for soldiers in Ukraine: Slavko, Mikola, Victor, 
Taras, Yuriy, Stepan, Volodimer, Mykola, Svitlana, medic 
Stella, Oleg, Yuriy, Dmitro 
 
Pray for Our expecting mothers: Michelle, Lilia 
 If there is anyone who is in need of prayers, and you want to 
add them to the prayer corner, please notify Fr. Vasyl 

Prayer Corner for the Month of January 
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Jerusalem, the Holy City! 

Since the earliest days of 

Christianity, pilgrims have 

made their way to this place. In 

2023, we will follow in the 

ancient and venerated footsteps 

of these faithful Christians. 

With the blessing of His Eminence Metropolitan Antony, the Prime Hier-

arch of the UOC of the USA, Archbishop Daniel will lead the Sacred Pil-

grimage to the Holy Land and Constantinople on May 22 - June 3, 2023. 

The 13-day visit to the most significant sites of the New Testament is being 

coordinated by Archbishop Daniel and clergy of the UOC of the USA. 

"This pilgrimage, fifth in turn and hopefully another of many to the Holy 

Land for our Metropolia, will send down the blessing of God, not only on 

all of those participating, but on our entire Ukrainian Orthodox Church. 

The Council of Bishops of the Church has given a blessing and encourages 

all of our clergy and parishes to promote such pilgrimages, both to Holy 

Land and other holy sites, which facilitate our coming closer to God. By 

traveling to the Holy Land this time around, we will literally walk in the 

steps of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ. I sincerely pray that the 

Almighty One will bless us traveling, keep us safe and bring us all closer to 

Him during the time of the year that in the United States of America we of-

fer gratitude to God for the blessing received," said His Eminence Arch-

bishop Daniel. 

During the course of the pilgrimage, the group from the Metropolia will 

have the opportunity to visit and pray at the Tomb of Lazarus, Cana, Mt. 

Tabor - the site of the Lord's Transfiguration, the River Jordan, the Mount 

of Olives, the Upper Room and Gethsemane, as well as the sites of the 

Lord's suffering on Holy Thursday and Good Friday. The pilgrimage will 

culminate with the group's participation in the Divine services and Hierar-

chical Divine Liturgy at the Church of the Holy Sepulcher. 

"The sacred sites in the Holy Land are the place where the Bible comes to 

life for Christians," explained the archbishop. 

In addition, Archbishop Daniel and the pilgrims, will be received by His 

Holiness Patriarch Theophilus III of Jerusalem. While in Constantinople the 

pilgrims of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA in addition to vari-

ous historic sites, will visit the Hagia Sophia – St. Sophia (Holy Wisdom) 

Cathedral and the Patriarchate of Constantinople, concluding with a private 

audience with his All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I. 

More information on uocofusa.net 
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Next Bible Study group meeting is  
Tuesday, January 17, 2023 at 7:00 pm.   
Via zoom. We are going to work on Psalms.  
Resources; Orthodox Study bible. Reflection on Psalms by C. 
S  Lewis. 
 If you are interested in joining the study, please see Fr. Vasyl 

Coffee Hour Schedule 

Bible Study 

We are back to sponsored coffee hours  
 
If you would like to volunteer, please let Mary Wisniowski or 
Fr. Vasyl know.  
You can sponsor coffee hour monetarily by donating $25.00 
to cover the cost of one coffee hour. 
January 7— Nativity Dinner  
January 8 - open  
January 15 - open  
January 22 - open  
January 29 - open  

Вивчення Бiблiï на Украïнськiй Мoвi кoжнoï 
Недiлi пiсля Служби Бoжoï у Церкoвнiй Залi 
пiд час “ Coffee Hour” 
Якщo ви зацiкавленнi прoсимo звертатися дo семiнариста 
Іллi Валь. 
Bible Study in Ukrainian Language after Sunday’s Divine Litur-
gy during Coffee Hour. For more info see Seminarian Ilia Val. 

Thank you to Soukal Floral Co. located at 

6118 S Archer Ave, Chicago, IL 60638 for 

donating all of the Poinsettia flowers for 

Nativity Season. (773) 767-7055 They’ve 

been donating flowers for years. Special Thank you to Bob 

Lewandowski for always making sure we have flowers for 

Christmas. 

Бiблiйнi Навчання/Bible Study  

Christmas Flowers 


