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In the Orthodox Christian tradition, the 
Feast of Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker 

shines as one of the most beloved winter 
celebrations. For centuries, the Church has 
honored the holy bishop of Myra not only 
as a miracle-worker, but as a living icon 
of Christlike compassion - a shepherd who 
defended the innocent, protected the 
weak, rescued the oppressed, and quietly 
placed gifts into the hands of those in 
need. 
Saint Nicholas teaches us that true giving 
is a sacrament, a way of revealing the 
mercy of God to His suffering people. To 
give - especially to a child - is to imitate 
the tenderness of Christ Himself. In the 
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Orthodox Church, charity is never merely humanitarian. It is li-
turgical. It is our worship “after the Liturgy,” the continuation of 
the Eucharist with our hands and hearts. 
Today, in the midst of war, destruction, and grief, this sacred 
calling has taken on new urgency. And through the loving hands 
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA, God continues to 
extend His mercy to the youngest and most vulnerable victims of 
Russia’s ongoing aggression - the children of Ukraine. 
 “Very soon Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker will visit us,” 
writes His Eminence Metropolitan Serhii from the war-torn Do-
netsk region. “It is a feast eagerly awaited by thousands of chil-
dren. Almost every day, we continue purchasing gifts for our 
little displaced ones - among them children who lost a mother or 
father on the front.” 
There is no heavier price than the one these children have paid. 
They have buried parents who died defending Ukraine. They 
have fled homes swallowed by flames. They live with fear, trau-
ma, and uncertainty that no young heart should ever know. 
“And so,” Metropolitan Serhii continues, “our task today is to 
bring these children a little light, warmth, and a sense of celebra-
tion. Our goal is to greet and bring joy to 3,000 children.” 
This mission has become possible only because of the compas-
sion of countless faithful who join this holy work - and, as the 
Metropolitan writes, through the tireless involvement of “His 
Eminence Archbishop Daniel and the faithful of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church of the USA, whose sincere hearts and constant 
support are a true blessing for our children and communities.” 
Together with volunteers, clergy, and parish workers, the Church 
in eastern Ukraine visits families whose lives have been shat-
tered. Many are raising children with disabilities - boys and girls 
bound to wheelchairs, functional beds, or struggling with chronic 
conditions intensified by the horrors of war. 
 “If anyone wishes to see truly holy people in this life,” Metro-
politan Serhii writes with tenderness, “look at the mothers who 
raise these children alone. These are women before whom one 
wants to bow one’s head deeply.” 
With the support of the UOC of the USA, volunteers deliver 
food packages, medicines, fruit, and sweet gifts purchased with 
love by American faithful who refuse to abandon Ukrainian fam-
ilies in their darkest hour. 
In every village and every city, volunteers encounter the same 
heartbreaking scenes: parents who once lived ordinary lives now 
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Sunday  
December 7 

8:45am Matins 
9:30am Hours 

10:00am 
Divine  

Liturgy 

26th Sunday after Pentecost.   Tone 1  
St. Ambrose, bishop of Milan (397). Martyr 
Athenodorus of Mesopotamia (304).Ven. Paul 
the Obedient.Ven. John, faster of the Kyiv 
Caves (12th c.).Matins (4): Lk. 24:1-12; 
Eph. 5:8-19; Lk. 12:16-21 

Thursday 
December 25 
8:15am Matins 
9:00am Hours 

9:30am 
Divine Liturgy 

THE NATIVITY ACCORDING TO THE 
FLESH OF OUR LORD, GOD AND 
SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST.  From De-
cember 25th till January 5th is a Fast-free 
period The Adoration of the Magi: Melchi-
or, Caspar, and Balthasar. Matins: Mt. 1:18-
25;    Gal. 4:4-7;   Mt. 2:1-12;  Litur-
gy of St. John Chrysostom. 

Thursday 
April 17 
6:30pm 

12 Passion Gospels 

Sunday  
December 21 
8:15am Matins 
9:00am Hours 

9:30am 
Divine Liturgy 

28 Sunday after Pentecost,   be-
fore Nativity, of the Holy Fathers. Tone 3 
Virgin-martyr Juliana of Nicomedia, and with 
her 500 men and 130 women (304). Martyr 
Theomistocles of Myra in Lycia (251). Mat-
ins Gospel (6): Lk. 24:36-53 ; Sun-
day before Nativity:  Heb. 11:9-10, 17-23, 32-
40; Mt. 1:1-25 

Wednesday 
December 24 

Nativity Eve Holy Supper at 5:30pm fol-
lowed by Eve of the Nativity at 7:00pm 

Sunday  
December 14 
8:15am Matins 
9:00am Hours 

9:30am 
Divine Liturgy 

27th Sunday after Pentecost, of the Ho-
ly Forefathers.   Tone 2 Martyrs Thyrsus, 
Leucius, and Callinicus (250). Martyrs Apol-
lonius, Philemon, Arianus, and Theoctychus 
of Alexandria (286-287). Mat-
ins Gospel (5): Lk. 24:12-35; Col. 3:4-
11;  Lk. 14:16-24; 

Saturday  
December 20 

Vespers & Confessions at 5:00pm 
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must choose between rent and bread. Children who once laughed 
freely now tremble at air raid sirens and drones. Young hearts 
wonder why Saint Nicholas may not visit them this year. 
 “How can a parent explain to a child that this year Saint Nicholas 
will not bring anything?” the Metropolitan asks. 
Such questions pierce the soul. And this is why the Church must 
be present - why the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA has 
become, in the words of those receiving aid, “the hands of God 
Himself.” 
From Konstyantynivka, where rockets, drones, and shelling thun-
der daily, Fr. Konstyantyn Kuznetsov, dean of the Donbas Dean-
ery, writes: “Together with my wife Natalia, we continue deliver-
ing sweet gifts - apples, tangerines, and food sets - to large fami-
lies. There are many children, and we want to greet as many 
young Ukrainians as possible before their favorite feast.” 
These children live on the shifting edge of the frontline. Their 
schools are closed or bombed. Their playgrounds are mined or 
destroyed. Their drawings, their toys, their small joys are over-
shadowed by fear. “They are children of war,” Fr. Constantine 
writes. “This phrase will accompany them forever.” 
And yet, when volunteers arrive with even the simplest gifts - a 
book, a gingerbread cookie, a tangerine - a spark of childhood 
returns. 
“We wanted to bring them warmth, a smile, and good cheer,” he 
shares. “We are immensely grateful to the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church of the USA for this blessed work, for its great love, for its 
goodness, for the warmth and sincerity of its heart!” 
At the rehabilitation center Planet of Childhood, the smallest and 
most fragile Ukrainian children gather - those with autism, cere-
bral palsy, deafness, developmental delays, trauma-related disor-
ders, and genetic conditions. Some are IDPs. Some have fathers 
defending Ukraine. Some have fathers who have already died. 
And yet in this small refuge there is laughter, light, and hope. 
“We brought sweet gifts,” volunteers write. “The children greeted 
us joyfully, each one shining with bright eyes. Here every child 
receives special love, care, and attention.” 
This year, the Church is delivering gifts not only in person but 
also through Nova Poshta, sending packages to children across 
multiple regions so even those isolated by war may feel remem-
bered. 
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~College Care Packages ~ 

Sunday School Corner 

SCHOOLSUNDAY  RECAP FOR  
November 23: 
———————- 
We packed a lot into the short time we had for 
the combined classes of Sunday school last week. And boy, did 
we make the most of it! We covered three very important topics: 
ADVENT (more on this to be covered in this week’s lesson); 
THANKSGIVING; and DCFS (Department of Children & Fam-
ily Services). 
The children & teachers wrote what we were thankful for on a 
“Gratitude Pumpkin”. When finished, the pumpkin was placed 
on display during coffee session.  
The 23rd was the day that the 35 DCFS gifts were due. Each 
gift will be personalized with Christmas cards that the children 
decorated. We were amazed and impressed at the creativity 
shown. It was obvious that they gave a great deal of thought into 
what they made. And we’re positive that their thoughtfulness 
will bring smiles to those children who are receiving the gifts. 
As we celebrated Thanksgiving and all that the holiday repre-
sents, know that we are grateful for teaching your children and 
your support.  
 
God bless you all! 
~Ms. Pat, Ms. Debbie, Ms. Faith & Ms. Karen 

The committee was busy as elves recently putting together the 
holiday packages to be delivered to our parish family’s eight col-
lege students. We know how stressful finals can be and wanted to 
send them warm & cozy reminders that they are being kept in our 
thoughts and prayers. Tucked inside each box was an encouraging 
and heartfelt letter, a fleece throw blanket, warm seasonal socks, a 
stocking filled with candy & snack items and a pocket sized devo-
tional book  geared towards  teens/young adults.  We thank you 
for your continued support of this project. We know the students 
truly appreciate receiving these reminders from home. 
 
Blessings from,  
Athena Gordan, Karen Larson, Debbie Pierog & Pat Wolsko 
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 For the health and quick recovery of Richard 
Kimak by Fr. Vasyl 
 For the health and God’s blessing of Richard Kimak by 
Gbur & Lang Families 
 For the health and God’s blessings of Barbara Bruce by 
PM Olenka 
  For the health of Patti Faye & Nancy by John Batura 

 ———————————————————— 
 In memory of my Father Nikolai by Ludmila Piskoun 
 In memory of my mother Anna by Ludmila Piskoun 
 In memory of my parents Pavlo & Polina. Memory Eternal 

Heavenly Kingdom by Halyna Kashpar 
 

50/50 Club  

Seven Day Vigil Candles 

The winner for the month of October was Carol Redmerski. 
Next  drawing will take place  on Sunday December 28,  2025 
We encourage to buy tickets for the whole year for a discounted 
price of $65.00. If you would like to buy for one or several 
months the ticket is $6.00 for a month. You can win $250.00. 
All of the proceeds go to College Scholarship Fund of our parish. 
Support children of our parish family.  
For more info please see Ivan Bryndzia & Vitalii Kulyk 

Sisterhood of St. Anne meeting is Sunday 
 December 21  after Coffee Hour 
 
Work schedule: 
Monday Dec 8 at 9:00am 
Tuesday Dec. 9 at 6:00pm 
Sunday Dec. 14 make cheese balls 
Monday Dec. 15 at 9:00am   
Tuesday Dec. 16 at 9:00am & 6:00pm 
Wednesday Dec. 17 at 9:00am & 6:00pm 
Thursday Dec. 18    sale 11:00am—3:00pm 
 

Sisterhood of St. Anne 
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We ask all of you to remember in your prayers 
the following individuals, who are in need of 
God's healing and grace: Lidia, Nina Gregosanc & fami-
ly, Larry Pierog, Mark, Judy Broud, Joshua Mark, Mary 
Wisniowski,  Mary Pirtle, Nathan, Allie Branch, Mike Moran,  
Christopher Flavin, Bob Lewandowski, Michael Melnyk, Andy, 
Bohdan, Ralph Palm, David, Irine, Zoriana, Lev, Alla 
Grzymski, Kathy Grzymski, Nicole, John & Patti, Barbara Pat-
ronik, Barbara Bruce, Chloe McKinney, Yuriy Zmysly, Dorothy 
Seliga, Halyna & Wolodymer Kashpar, Mykola, Priest Vasyl 
Dovhan, Tina & Frankie, Alexander, Anatoli & Pamela, Janet, 
Sam and Natalia. 
Pray for soldiers in Ukraine: Maksym, Yaroslav, Pavlo, Slav-
ko, Mikola, Victor, Taras, Yuriy, Stepan, Mykola, medic Stella, 
Oleg, Yuriy, Dmitro, Bohdan, Roman, Mykola, Kostia, Vitaliy, 
missing in action Volodimer, Mykola. 
 
Pray for Our expecting mother:  
Natalia, Pavai, Tetiana, Krystyna Anna & Maria 
New moms Myroslava, Nataliia, Maria, Michelle and Evhenia. 

Prayer Corner for the Month of December 

Memorial Service  

December 7— In memory of all of those who 
have stepped into eternity in the month of Novem-
ber. 

DCFS Gift Drive — Christmas Gifts for Foster Children 

 Thank you very much to all of those who have participated at  
this year’s Foster children gift drive. You have helped our minis-
try to make dreams come true this Christmas season for 35 chil-
dren. PM Olenka 

SERAPHIM GROUP had a nice, relaxing Holiday Lunch at Gael-
ic Park on Dec. 3rd. Thanks to those that came but we missed 
those who couldn't attend.  

Christmas Blessings to All, Debbie & Larry    

SERAPHIM GROUP  
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Nativity Schedule 

Wednesday December 24 Eve of the Nativity Joined potluck sup-
per at 5:30pm Vigil at 7:00pm 
Thursday December 25 Nativity of Jesus Christ 
Divine Liturgy at 9:30am 
Friday December 26  
Feast of Theotokos Divine Liturgy at 9:30am 
Sunday December 28 Divine Liturgy at 9:30am followed by  
Festal Nativity Dinner at Noon  

Free ESL Classes/Класи Англiйськoï мoви 

ESL classes every Wednesday evening, in the Church Hall. 
Adults  wishing to improve their English are welcome  
to join us at 5:30 p.m.   If you have any questions, please 
see Pat Wolsko or Athena Gordan.  
 
Безкoштoвнi заняття КЛАСИ ESL Кoжнoï Середи 
 o 5:30 вечoра в церковній залі. Запрoшуємо усіх, хто  хoче 
вивчити мoву, хтo хoче стати більш вправним в розмові, 
читанні та написання англійської мови.  Реєстраційні форми 
знаходяться на стoлi при вхoдi у церквi. Якщо у вас є будь-які 
запитання, зверніться до  
Пет Волско, о. Василя або ПМ Оленки. 

Coffee Hour Schedule 

We are back to sponsored coffee hours  
You can sponsor coffee hour monetarily by donating $50.00 to 
cover the cost of one coffee hour. 
If you would like to volunteer, please sign up the schedule is on 
the door of the church hall kitchen. 
November 23 — Ronsen & Neswick Families 
November 30 — Gordan Family 
December 7 — Alla Liashko & Olga Nestsiarovich 
December 14 — Tina & Ray Fischer 
December 21 — Jr. UOL Pancake Flip 
December 24 — Holy Supper Potluck at 5:30pm 
December 28 — Nativity Dinner 


