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Beloved Clergy, Monastics, Seminarians, Faith-
ful of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the
USA: Christ is Among Us!

As the people of the United States of America
commemorate the 250th Anniversary of the
founding of our nation, we, the Council of
Bishops of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
of the USA, join our fellow citizens in offering
heartfelt thanksgiving to Almighty God for
the blessings bestowed upon this land
throughout two and a half centuries of histo-
ry.

This anniversary invites us to reflect not only
upon the remarkable achievements of the Amer-
ican people but also upon the enduring princi-
ples that have guided this nation from its earliest
days. The Declaration of Independence, adopted
on July 4, 1776, boldly proclaimed that all peo-
ple are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable rights, among them life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness. These words, inspired
by a profound understanding of human dignity



and divine providence, have echoed throughout generations and have
inspired countless people around the world who seek freedom, justice,
and peace.

The history of the United States is a story of sacrifice, perseverance,
and faith. It is a story written by courageous men and women who
believed that liberty carries responsibility and that freedom must be
safeguarded by virtue. George Washington reminded the nation that
“religion and morality are indispensable supports” of political pros-
perity. John Adams observed that the Constitution was made only for
a moral and religious people. Abraham Lincoln, in one of the darkest
moments of our national history, called upon Americans to remember
that this nation was “under God” and dedicated to the proposition that
all people are created equal.

These truths remain as relevant today as they were in the founding era.
The strength of America has never rested solely upon military power,
economic success, or technological achievement. Rather, it has been
sustained by the moral character of its people, the vitality of its com-
munities, and the conviction that freedom flourishes only when rooted
in virtue, responsibility, and respect for the dignity of every human
person.

As Orthodox Christians, we recognize that authentic freedom is not
merely the absence of restraint but the ability to choose what is good,
true, and holy. The Holy Apostle Paul reminds us: “For you were
called to freedom, brethren; only do not use freedom as an opportuni-
ty for the flesh, but through love serve one another” (Galatians 5:13).
Our democratic institutions are strengthened when citizens live lives
marked by integrity, compassion, self-sacrifice, and respect for one
another.

As we celebrate this historic milestone, we must also confront the
challenges of our own time. We live in an age marked by polarization,
social division, violence, disregard for human life, attacks upon the
sanctity of marriage and family, and growing indifference toward faith
and spiritual values. The future strength of our nation will depend not
merely upon legislation or policy but upon the moral renewal of its
people. Each generation bears the sacred responsibility of preserving
the principles entrusted to us by those who came before.

Therefore, while we rightly honor the accomplishments of the past,
we must not become prisoners of nostalgia. The founders of our na-
tion did not labor and sacrifice so that future generations would simp-
ly admire their achievements. Rather, they entrusted us with the re-
sponsibility of carrying forward the ideals of liberty, justice, equality,
and civic virtue. We honor their legacy best when we remain faithful
to those principles and pass them on to our children and grandchil-
dren.

For the faithful of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA, this
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Liturgical Schedule

Sunday
July §
8:15am Matins
9:00am Hours

Sth Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 4

Ven. Athanasius of Mt. Athos (1000). Mar-
tyr Anna at Rome (304). Martyr Cyrilla of
Cyrene in Libya, a widow . Ven. Lampadus,

Div?;g(ﬁ::?lr monk, of Hirenopolis (10th ¢.). Mat-
8 ins (5): Lk. 24:12-35; Rom. 10:1-
10; Mt. 8:28-9:1
Saturday

July 11  6:00pm

Vespers

Sunday
July 12
8:15am Matins
9:00am Hours
9:30am
Divine Liturgy

6th Sunday after Pentecost. Tone S
Martyrs Proclus and Hilary of Ancyra (2nd
c.). Ven. Michael, monk, of Maleinus (962).
Martyr Golinduc, in holy baptism Mary, of
Persia (591). Martyrs Theodore and his son
John of Kyiv (983Matins (6): Lk. 24:36-53;
Rom. 12:6-14; Mt. 9:1-8;

Saturday

July 18  6:00pm

Vespers

Sunday
July 19
8:45am Matins
9:30am Hours

7th Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 6
Commemoration of the Holy Fathers of
the First Six Councils Ven. Macrina, sis-
ter of St. Basil the Great (380). Ven. Dius,
abbot, of Antioch (430). Ven. Paisius of
the Kyiv Caves (14th ¢ Mat-

poiiiaM ins (7): In. 20:1-10; Rom. 15:1-
8 7. Mt 9:27-35; Holy Fathers -
Heb. 13:7-16; Jn. 17:1-13;
Sunday 8th Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 7 Hi-
June 26

8:45am Matins
9:30am Hours
10:00AM
Divine Liturgy

eromartyrs Hermolaus, Hermippus, and
Hermocrates at Nicomedia (305). Martyr
Parasceve of Rome (138).Ven. Moses the
Hungarian, of the Kyiv Caves
(1043).Matins (8): In. 20:11-18;

1 Cor. 1:10-18;  Mt. 14:14-22;
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anniversary carries a particularly profound meaning. For more than a
century, generations of Ukrainian immigrants and their descendants
have found refuge, opportunity, and freedom upon these shores. Here
they built churches, established communities, preserved their faith,
and contributed immeasurably to the life of the American nation.

We are especially grateful to the United States of America for its
leadership among the nations of the world and for its steadfast support
of the people of Ukraine during one of the darkest periods in modern
history. As Ukraine continues to endure the horrors of war, the de-
struction of communities, and the suffering of innocent people, the
assistance provided by the American people has become a powerful
witness to the values of justice, compassion, and solidarity.

The faithful of our Church, many of whom maintain deep ties to their
ancestral homeland, offer heartfelt gratitude to the government and
citizens of the United States for standing with the people of Ukraine
in their struggle against aggression and evil. We pray that God will
continue to bless all efforts that seek to restore peace, safeguard hu-
man dignity, defend freedom, and establish a just and lasting stability
for the people of Ukraine and for all nations suffering from conflict.
At the same time, we recognize that the future of America and the
future of the world depend upon our commitment to peace. Peace is
not merely the absence of war; it is the presence of justice, reconcilia-
tion, and mutual respect. As followers of Jesus Christ, the Prince of
Peace, we are called to become peacemakers in our homes, communi-
ties, workplaces, and nation. The work of building peace begins with
the transformation of the human heart through faith, repentance, and
love.

As we enter the next chapter of our national history, let us pray that
the United States of America may continue to serve as a beacon of
hope and freedom for people throughout the world. May this nation
remain faithful to its highest ideals and continue to demonstrate that
democracy, human dignity, religious liberty, and respect for the rule
of law are blessings worthy of preservation and protection.

We call upon the faithful of our Church and all citizens of goodwill to
renew their commitment to public service, civic responsibility, and
Christian witness. Let us be grateful for the sacrifices of our veterans,
first responders, public servants, and all who labor for the common
good. Let us strengthen our families, support our communities, care
for the vulnerable, and teach future generations the values that have
sustained both our nation and our faith.

With gratitude to Almighty God for the blessings of the past, with
confidence in His providence for the future, and with unwavering
hope in the saving grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, we offer our pray-
ers for the United States of America on this historic 250th Anniver-

sary.
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May God bless America! May God grant peace, wisdom, and right-
eousness to the leaders of all nations. And may the Lord guide us to
remain faithful stewards of the freedoms and responsibilities entrusted
to us.

Invoking upon all of you the abundant blessings of Almighty God, we
remain,

With Archpastoral Love in Christ,

+ Metropolitan Antony

Prime Hierarch of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA

1 Archbishop Daniel

President of the Consistory and Ruling Hierarch of the Western Epar-
chy Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA

UOL Convention

We are excited to announce that this year’s UOL Convention will
take place here in Palos Park. July 29th through August 2,
2026

If you would like to participate or volunteer, please see Faith
Neswick, PM Olenka or Yurii Sendeha.

We will host hospitality night at Elements by the Odyssey in
Orlnad Park on Wednesday night July 29th. Also, our chapter
will host Ukrainian Night with great food and fashion show on
Friday July 31 at our Church hall. On Sunday August 2 after the
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy we will host brunch for everyone pre-
sent. Volunteers welcome. Yurii Sendeha

Sisterhood of St. Anne

We always happy to see volunteers in the church hall’s kitchen. If
you can give us an hour or two we will greatly ap-
preciate that.

Work Schedule:

Monday July 13 — 8:30am Prep for Pot perogies
Tuesday July 14 5:30 pm make Pot peroies
Monday July 27 8:30am—pack stuffed cabbage
Tuesday July 28 5:30pm make stuffed cabbage & prep hospt. night




| Eternal Light
|
In memory of Carolyn Sue Beck
given by Tony Beck & Susan Ziegler—$100.00
=¥

‘Seven Day Vigil Candles

For the health and God’s blessings ll
for Anatoli & Pamela Omelian by Fr. Vasyl
For the health and God’s blessings of Patti Faye by John Batura
For the health of Jake by John Batura
For the Health & Care of:
The Sendeha family, Howard Sloan and his family, The Naumen-
ko family, The Nevels family, The Roviaro family, Janet Milton,
The Cepynsky family, Sandy Hladky, The Beck family
The Bell, Cucci, and Fischer families, The Korandas, Daria and
Kevin Gerety, John and Carol Cichowicz, The Masurs, The
Podlecki family, The Oryhons, The Grymski family, The Cia-
pinski family
Barbara Bruce and Beverly and her family, The Saunders family,
The Charest family, The Ganske family
Strength & Hope to Rocky, Gayle W., The Mihalkanin family,
The Dushenko family, The Bezney family, The Neswicks, Our
Sunday School teachers, and ESL classroom instructors and sup-
porters, Strength &, Recovery to Richard K., Mary Wisniowski,
The Bilyk family, Yuriy Zymsly, Our Subdeacons and Altar Serv-
ers, Hard-working members of the Sisterhood of Saint Anne, and
the Brotherhood, The Coffman and Losito families, Bob Lewan-
dowski , The Havrila family, The Gordan family, The Lang fami-
ly, The Pierogs by anonymous.
Memory Eternal for: Wasyl Wanshula, Pauline Demkowicz,
Thomas Grymski, Julian Naumenko, James Spatafore, Kapusta
family, Anna and Walter Czornyj, Monte Milton, The Pudiks,
Edna Messires, Katie Bruce, Lena and John J, Joan Korda, Irene
Belkow, Gregory Neswick, Andrew Sr. Neswick, Mr. & Mrs.
Beck, Mom and Dad Cucci, Mike Gbur, Matthew Dushenko,
Serhii Dushenko, JoJo Hobert, Mr. Osudar, Helen Wolsko, Ste-
phen and Olga Cwian, Olga Oryhon, John Spivak, Mr. and Mrs.
Mikolaitis, Helen Bobak, Toni Spatafore, James Spatafore, Father
John Duranko, Father George Havrila, Aunt Julie and, Uncle Er-
nie Coffman, Uncle Sammy Cucci, Sue and Sam Cucci, Baby
Julia Fischer, Marie and Jack Bell by anonymous.
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Prayer Corner for the Month of June 7

We ask all of you to remember in your prayers

the following individuals, who are in need of

God's healing and grace:

Anne, Marcia, Carolyn, Judy, Donna, Danylo Drapala, Nina
Gregosanc & family, Larry Pierog, Mark, Judy Broud, Mary
Wisniowski, Mary Pirtle, Bob Lewandowski, Andy, Bohdan,
Ralph Palm, David, Irine, Zoriana, Lev, Alla Grzymski, Nicole,
John & Patti, Barbara Patronik, Barbara Bruce, Chloe McKin-
ney, Yuriy Zmysly, Dorothy Seliga, Halyna & Wolodymer
Kashpar, Mykola, Priest Vasyl Dovhan, Tina & Frankie, Alex-
ander, Anatoli & Pamela, Janet, Sam and Rocky, Natalia, Nata-
lia.

Pray for soldiers in Ukraine: Petro Drapala, Yaroslav, Pavlo,
Slavko, Mikola, Victor, Taras, Yuriy, Stepan, Mykola, medic
Stella, Oleg, Yuriy, Dmitro, Bohdan, Roman, Mykola, Kostia,
missing in action Vitaliy.

Pray for Our expecting mothers:
Maria, Marta and Olha

New moms: Viktoria, Bozhena, Tetiana, Natalia, Anna,
Krystyna, Pavai, Myroslava, Nataliia, Maria, Michelle.

If there is anyone who is in need of prayers, and you want to
add them to the prayer corner, please notify Fr. Vasyl
If you would like me to visit with the Sacraments of the Holy
Confession and Eucharist, please call the rectory.

to set up an appointment. [ will gladly visit everyone.

Fr. Vasyl

Memorial Service

July 16 — In memory of all of those who have
stepped into eternity in the month of July.




We are back to sponsored coffee hours
You can sponsor coffee hour monetarily by donating $50.00 to
cover the cost of one coffee hour.

If you would like to volunteer, please sign up the schedule is on
the door of the church hall kitchen.

July 5 — Potluck Hot dogs and hamburgers
July 12— Olha and Oleksiy

July 19—open

July 26—open

August 2 —open
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July 29-August 2, 2026 — UOL Convention
Thursday July 30— Tradicia restaurant —
Comedy Show and Dinner 6:00pm
Friday July 31—Dinner & Fashion Show 6:00pm
Saturday August 1—Great UOL Banquet at 6:00pm

Sunday August 30 — Annual Parish Festival

Free ESL Classes/Knacu Aneniiicoxoi mosu

ESL classes every Wednesday evening, in the Church <lasses
Hall. Adults wishing to improve their English are wel-

come to join us at 5:30 p.m. If you have any questions, please

see Pat Wolsko or Athena Gordan.

Be3komroBni 3anarTa KJIACHU ESL Koxnoi Cepenn

0 5:30 Bevopa B LIepKOBHIH 3aii. 3alPONIYEMO YCiX, XTO XO0ue
BHUBUYUTHU MOBY, XTO X0U€ CTaTHU OUIbII BIIPAaBHUM B PO3MOBI,
YUTAHHI Ta HAMCAHHS aHTJHChbKOI MOBH. PeecTpariiini hopmu
3HAXOJATHCA Ha CTOJI NMPH BXO1 Y IepKBi. Ko y Bac € Oyab-sKi
3amUTaHHs, 3BEPHITHCS J10

Ilet Boiucko, o. Bacuig a6o IIM Onenkw.
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