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Vacation from God? 
 
Ah, summer-
time! Each of us 
looks forward 
to the time of 
year where we 
get a break from 
our daily work 
and school rou-
tine. 
In the United 

States, we call it vacation. Other countries call it 
holiday. Irrelevant of the name, it brings images 
of leisure time, travel, friends, family, and 
sometimes adventure. 
Whether it is a trip to the shore, a cabin in the 
mountains, a tent in a park, a luxury hotel, or a 
cruise on the open seas, we all need a break 
from our normal routine to recharge our person-
al batteries. As each of us is different, we all 
have our own idea of what constitutes the best 
use of our time away from the office or the 
classroom. 
We spend a great deal of our lives looking for-
ward to a break from the norm—whether it’s the 
typical long summer vacation from school or the 
ever-so-short week or two away from our jobs, 
it seems that planning for that getaway obsesses 
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us for many weeks before the actual event. 
Time away…from what? We never seem to give much thought about 
our spiritual lives when we plan a vacation…it’s just a Sunday or two 
missing church—God will understand! There are 50 other Sundays 
and other holy days to visit with Him…and of course, since He loves 
us, we don’t have to worry about Him! He’ll be right there when we 
get back…and if we need Him on our trip, He’ll be there as well! 
Sometimes, we fail to plan for the most important part of our vaca-
tions—the spiritual recharge. My most restful, peaceful, relaxing, and 
recharging vacation was nearly twenty years ago. Pressures from my 
work were immense—the personalities were grinding my nerves to 
nothing—all was NOT WELL! I NEEDED a vacation! 
 
For some reason, unknown to me at the time, I decided to visit a 
friend in Northeastern Pennsylvania—in the Pocono Mountains. Since 
their family worked as well, I would spend a weekend with them, then 
do something I had never thought of before—spend a week at a mon-
astery! Arrangements were made and I arrived at the Orthodox Mon-
astery in South Canaan, Pennsylvania. I was shown to my room, met 
my mentor for the week, Hieromonk Juvenaly—the monastery librari-
an, then was given the schedule of services…beginning with com-
pline, vespers, and dinner. Church services were nice—quiet, peace-
ful, NO PEWS! Dinner was quiet as well…and my night’s sleep as 
restful as I had ever experienced. 
 
At 4 AM, the alarm went off, I got dressed, then up the hill in the dark 
to the chapel for Matins and Liturgy…which began at 5 AM! I went 
up the road in the dark—no hint yet of the sunrise. The church was 
empty except for a monk lighting candles…and the smell! Beeswax 
candles were burning throughout the church—it truly smelled heaven-
ly. The silence filled everything as I stood in the back, just letting it 
permeate every cell in my body, until the arrival of other monks and 
laity. Matins and Liturgy were just a bit more special, the words a lit-
tle clearer, the hymns a little easier to sing, the prayers ever so much 
more REAL. 
 
At the end of the Liturgy, when I went forward to kiss the cross and 
receive the Antidoron, I truly did not want it to end. I had truly been 
transported away from every care and concern…to be with God for 
those few hours in His house. Throughout the days, it seemed that 
there were not enough services, so I spent extra time in the church, 
just breathing in the scent of the candles, looking at the light on the 
icons, and thinking about what I was doing there. I even thought about 
a monastic vocation! Father Juvenaly told me that the life of an Ortho-
dox monk was not for me—I must say I was crushed emotionally…
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Liturgical Schedule  

Saturday 
August 1  3:00pm 

Vespers at the Convention Hotel 

Sunday 
August 2 

8:15am Matins 
9:00am Hours 

9:30am 
Divine Liturgy 

 
 

9th Sunday after Pentecost.   Tone 8 
Translation of the relics (428) of the Proto-
martyr and Archdeacon Stephen (428) and 
Translation of the relics (415) of the Right-
eous Nicodemus, Gamaliel, and Abibus. Hi-
eromartyr Stephen, pope of Rome (257). 
Matins  (9): In. 20:19-31; 1 Cor. 3:9-17; 
Mt. 14:22-34; 

Sunday 
July 19 

8:45am Matins 
9:30am Hours 

10:00AM 
Divine Liturgy 

7th Sunday after Pentecost.   Tone 6 
Commemoration of the Holy Fathers of 
the First Six Councils  Ven. Macrina, sis-
ter of St. Basil the Great (380). Ven. Dius, 
abbot, of Antioch (430). Ven. Paisius of 
the Kyiv Caves (14th Mains  (7): In. 20:1-
10; Rom. 15:1-7;    Mt. 9:27-35; Ho-
ly Fathers -       Heb. 13:7-16; Jn. 17:1-13; 

Sunday 
August 9 

9:00am Hours 
9:30am 

Divine Liturgy 

10th Sunday after Pentecost.   Tone 1  
Afterfeast of the Transfiguration. Apostle 
Matthias (63). Martyr Anthony of Alexandria. 
St. Psoes of Egypt (4th c.). Martyrs Julian, 
Marcian, John, James, Alexius, Demetrius, 
Photius (Phocas), Matins  (10): Jn. 21:1-14 
1 Cor. 4:9-16; Mt. 17:14-23; To Apostle: 
Acts 1:12-17, 21-26;   Lk. 9:1-6 

Sunday 
June 26 

8:45am Matins 
9:30am Hours 

10:00AM 
Divine Liturgy 

 
 

8th Sunday after Pentecost.   Tone 7 Hi-
eromartyrs Hermolaus, Hermippus, and 
Hermocrates at Nicomedia (305). Martyr 
Parasceve of Rome (138).Ven. Moses the 
Hungarian, of the Kyiv Caves 
(1043).Matins  (8): In. 20:11-18; 
1 Cor. 1:10-18;     Mt. 14:14-22; 

Saturday 
August 8     6:00pm 

Vespers  
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Annual Parish Festival 

but he said not to worry, God had definite plans for my life! 
Now, two decades later, I can honestly say His plans for my life were 
nothing close to mine. I have loved every moment of my priesthood, 
but still fondly travel back to my week with God. Just the thought of 
it makes me smile…to truly vacation with Him, on His terms, in His 
house! I can take a microvacation just by thinking back to the first 
morning Liturgy. 
 
As we travel to our family vacation spot, I will still think of that 
week. Each of us has been given the opportunity to experience God’s 
love and creation every day of our lives. Do not pass up the chance to 
see Him in everything around you—trees, hills, water, birds, animals, 
clouds, rain, storms—all are His creation! 
 
On your vacation, take a few minutes to thank Him for everything He 
has given you—your health, family friends, and all good things come 
from Him. Visit an Orthodox church where you find yourself—go in 
and look around, breathe in the smells, experience a slightly different 
view of the One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church. Recharge your 
batteries…and save those memories for when the snow flies! 
May God grant you a safe journey, no matter where you roam, a safe 
return to home and family, and His Love and Protection along the 
way! 
Fr. Robert Popichak 
Holy Ghost Ukrainian Orthodox Parish, Slickville, PA 

Our Annual Perogie Festival will take place on  
Saturday August 30, 2026. We are preparing for the 
big day. Volunteers: Mark your calendar and come 
help us set up 
Basket Raffle. We are looking for donations of bas-
kets.  For more info please See Faith Neswick. 
Cash Raffle. Ticket are  available for purchase.  
Support your parish, purchase ticket/s  
Cost of 1 ticket is $100.00.  
Only 200 tickets are offered. 
Drawing August 30, 2026 
You can split the cost with family, friends, coworkers, fellow pa-
rishioners. You can be on multiple tickets. 
 Advanced payment for tickets would be appreciated. 
Help us make it another success and have all 200 tickets sold!  
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Monthly Council meting will take place on Sunday August 9 
after Coffee hour. Guests are welcome. 

We are excited to announce that this year’s UOL Convention will 
take place here in Palos Park.  July 29th through August 2, 
2026 
If you would like to participate or volunteer, please see Faith 
Neswick, PM Olenka or Yurii Sendeha. 
We will host hospitality night at Elements by the Odyssey in 
Orlnad Park on Wednesday night July 29th. Also, our chapter 
will host Ukrainian Night with great food and fashion show on 
Friday July 31 at our Church hall. On Sunday August 2 after the 
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy we will host brunch for everyone pre-
sent. Volunteers welcome. Yurii Sendeha 

UOL Convention 

Sunday’s Second Special Collection is dedicated each month to a 
different cause.  
Month of July is dedicated to Jr. UOL. 

Our next Sisterhood of St. Anne meeting will be TODAY. 
These meetings are open to all the women of the parish. Come 
and see what we’re all about. We do more than pinch pierogies.  
 
We always happy to see volunteers in the church hall’s kitchen.  
If you can give us an hour or two we will greatly 
appreciate that. 
 
Work Schedule: 
Monday July 27  8:30am—prep for stuffed cabbage 
Tuesday July 28 5:30pm make stuffed cabbage & 
prep hospitality night 

Sisterhood of St. Anne 

Sunday’s Second Collection 

Parish Council 
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For the health and God’s blessings  
  for Anatoli & Pamela Omelian by Fr. Vasyl 
For the health and God’s blessings of Patti Faye by John Batura 
For the health of Jake by John Batura 
For the health of Vasyl, Maria, Anhelina, David by Maria 
———————————————————— 
• In memory of my parents Pavlo & Polina Memory Eternal 

Heavenly Kingdom by Halyna Kashpar 

Selfreliance association 

Eternal Light 

Безкoштoвне випoвнення усiх дoкументiв для 

нoвoприбулих (Social Security. Work permit, Bene-

fits) Кoжнoï Середи у Церкoвнiй залi з 9:00-17:00.За 

iнфoрмацiєю прoсимo звертатись дo Панi Матки 

Оленки Сендега “Асoцiацiя Самoпoмiч.” абo за телефoнoм  

(773) 692-1010We offer free of charge consultation as well as 

filling up applications for Social Security, work authorization and 

benefits for new immigrants. For more info see PM Olenka. 

Winner of the month of July was Ukrainian School Barvinok. 
Next  drawing will take place  on Sunday August  23,  2026 
We encourage to buy tickets for the whole year for a discounted 
price of $65.00. If you would like to buy for one or several 
months the ticket is $6.00 for a month. You can win $250.00. 
All of the proceeds go to College Scholarship Fund of our parish. 
Support children of our parish family.  
For more info please see Ivan Bryndzia & Vitalii Kulyk 

50/50 Club 

Seven Day Vigil Candles 

  
 In memory of Elena Batura by Anonymous 

I 
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We ask all of you to remember in your prayers 
the following individuals, who are in need of 
God's healing and grace:  
Jake, Anne, Marcia, Carolyn, Judy, Donna, Danylo Drapala, 
Nina Gregosanc & family, Larry Pierog, Mark, Judy Broud, 
Mary Wisniowski,  Mary Pirtle, Bob Lewandowski, Andy, 
Bohdan, Ralph Palm, David, Irine, Zoriana, Lev, Alla 
Grzymski, Nicole, John & Patti, Barbara Patronik, Barbara 
Bruce, Chloe McKinney, Yuriy Zmysly, Dorothy Seliga, Hal-
yna & Wolodymer Kashpar, Mykola, Priest Vasyl Dovhan, Tina 
& Frankie, Alexander, Anatoli & Pamela, Janet, Sam and 
Rocky, Natalia, Natalia. 
 
Pray for soldiers in Ukraine: Petro Drapala, Yaroslav, Pavlo, 
Slavko, Mikola, Victor, Taras, Yuriy, Stepan, Mykola, medic 
Stella, Oleg, Yuriy, Dmitro, Bohdan, Roman, Mykola, Kostia, 
missing in action Vitaliy. 
 
Pray for Our expecting mothers:  
Marta and Olha 
 
New moms: Maria, Viktoria, Bozhena, Tetiana, Natalia, Anna, 
Krystyna, Pavai, Myroslava, Nataliia, Maria, Michelle. 
 
 If there is anyone who is in need of prayers, and you want to 
add them to the prayer corner, please notify Fr. Vasyl 
If you would like me to visit with the Sacraments of the Holy 
Confession and  Eucharist,  please call the rectory. 
 to set up an appointment.  I will gladly visit everyone. 
 Fr. Vasyl 

Prayer Corner for the Month of July 

Memorial Service  

 
 
July 26 — In memory of all of those who have 
stepped into eternity in the month of July. 
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Mark your calendars  

July 29-August 2, 2026 — UOL Convention  

Thursday July 30— Tradicia restaurant — 

     Comedy Show and Dinner 5:30pm 

Friday July 31—Dinner & Fashion Show 5:00pm 

Saturday August 1—Great UOL Banquet at 6:00pm 

Sunday August 30 — Annual Parish Festival 

Sunday September 13— Pork & Chicken Roast Dinner 

Free ESL Classes/Класи Англiйськoï мoви 

The students and teachers have decided to take a sum-
mer break with no formal classes for the months 
of  July and August  on Wednesday evenings. 
We plan to begin again in September, most likely Sept. 9.   Watch 
for a confirmation to be announced at the end of August. 
Enjoy the joys of summer activities with your family and friends. 
 
Blessings to all,      Pat Wolsko and Athena Gordan 
 

Coffee Hour Schedule 

We are back to sponsored coffee hours  
You can sponsor coffee hour monetarily by donating $50.00 to 
cover the cost of one coffee hour. 
If you would like to volunteer, please sign up the schedule is on 
the door of the church hall kitchen. 
July 19— Jr. UOL Pancake Flip 
July 26— Bryndzia & Kulyk Family Scholarship Appreciation 
August 2 — UOL brunch 
August 9 —open 
August 16 —open 
August 23 —open 


