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Blessed Equal-to-the-Apostles Olha,

 Recently I
gave a
presentation

' on “The Way
to Wholeness
according to
Orthodox
Christianity”
at our local

£ synagogue’s

. weekly com-
" munity fo-
| rum. Toward

& | the end of the

" presentation

one of the men at this forum asked, “Do you
believe that this wholeness you describe is
something people aspire to or something
you actually achieve?” I told him that this
was an excellent double question and I an-
swered, “yes” to both parts. Here’s how my



When we have our spiritual goals in place and we are not dis-
tracted by countless agenda that drag us down, like simply
maintaining the institution or running a cultural club, we are in
fact aspiring to that wholeness. That is what the church is for
and I suggested that it is also what the synagogue is for, to
which I received many nods of approval.

In our Orthodox understanding, we experience that wholeness
already in part through the sacramental life and in part through
the (ascetic) training we receive in prayer, fasting, and works of
love. We await the fullness, but the experience gives us a
“foretaste of the feast to come.”

We see this achievement in the saints, who are models and ex-
amples and guides toward the fulfillment of the promise of
wholeness. The saints are lights shining into and onto that future
wholeness that is available for all of us.

Moving on to today’s meditation, St. Olha is distant from us in
time but no less an example of holiness both aspired to and
achieved in this life. Her name means “holy,” and presumably
she possessed insight, depth, and a sober mind. Olha’s husband
Prince Igor was killed in battle in 945, and Olha took over gov-
ernance with firm hands, instituting many improvements
through building and organization across the realm, elevating
the culture of her time.

Olha made the arduous journey to Constantinople with a retinue
where, in 955, she was baptized and chrismated at the hands of
Patriarch Theophylactus (933-956). Her godfather was the Em-
peror Constantine Porphyrogenitos (912-959). She received the
baptismal name Helena, after yet another saint who was the
mother of Constantine the Great. Helena rose to the challenge of
her baptismal name and showed herself to be zealous for the
spread of the faith in the area. She was able to use her office to
influence the broadening and deepening of the nascent faith in
the Kyiv Rus lands, including the building of numerous church-
es, among them the first cathedral of the Wisdom of God at Ky-
iv. She reposed in 969.

St Olha’s life was not without disappointment. Her son
Svyatoslav did not embrace the Christian faith. For those of us
who have known this sorrow, she may serve as a particular
source of comfort.
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Liturgical Schedule

Sunday
June 26
8:45am Matins
9:30am Hours

8th Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 7 Hi-
eromartyrs Hermolaus, Hermippus, and
Hermocrates at Nicomedia (305). Martyr
Parasceve of Rome (138).Ven. Moses the

Di ‘% Hungarian, of the Kyiv Caves
8 (1043).Matins (8): In. 20:11-18;
1 Cor. 1:10-18;  Mt. 14:14-22;
Saturday .
August 1 3:00pm Vespers at the Convention Hotel
Sunday 9th Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 8
August 2 Translation of the relics (428) of the Proto-

8:15am Matins
9:00am Hours

martyr and Archdeacon Stephen (428) and
Translation of the relics (415) of the Right-

9:30am cous Nicodemus, Gamaliel, and Abibus. Hi-
Divine Liturgy eromartyr Stephen, pope of Rome (257).
Matins (9): In. 20:19-31; 1 Cor. 3:9-17;
Mt. 14:22-34;
THE HOLY TRANSFIGURATION OF
OUR LORD, GOD AND SAVIOR JESUS
Thursday CHRIST. New Martyr Abbacum of Thessa-
August 6 lonica (1628). St. Theoctistus, bishop of
9:00am Chernihiv (1123). Matins: Lk. 9:28-36;
2 Pet. 1:10-19; Mt. 17:1-9;
Blessing of the fruits
Thursday
August 6 Vespers & Blessing pf Fruits
6:00pm
10th Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 1
Sunda Afterfeast of the Transfiguration. Apostle
Augus ty9 Matthias (63). Martyr Anthony of Alex:andria.
9:00am Hours St. Ps:oes of Egypt (4th c.). Martyrs Juhgn,
) 9:30am Marcian, John, James, Alexius, Demetrius,
Divi ’ Lit Photius (Phocas), Matins (10): Jn. 21:1-14
ivine Liturgy

1 Cor. 4:9-16; Mt. 17:14-23; To Apostle:
Acts 1:12-17, 21-26; Lk. 9:1-6
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It was her grandson Volodymyr, Prince of Kyiv, who not only
embraced the faith of his grandmother but also was instrumental
in achieving the ultimate Christianization of the Kyiv Rus, usu-
ally dated from 988.

The life of Olha speaks to us of the influence that the public fig-
ures of every generation can bring, either for or against the
faith. She stands out as a public figure who used every fiber of
her being to extend and strengthen the faith which she had so
firmly embraced at her baptism. Would that we can all exhibit
this strength and conviction in our lives, whether we are famous
or anonymous in our time.

Troparion - Tone 1

Giving your mind the wings of divine understanding,

you soared above visible creation seeking God the Creator of
all. When you had found Him, you received rebirth through
baptism.

As one who enjoys the Tree of Life,

you remain eternally incorrupt, ever-glorious Olga.

Kontakion - Tone 4

Today let us praise God the Benefactor of all,

who glorified divinely-wise Olga, that through her prayers, He
may grant our souls remission of sins.

V. Rev. Gabriel Rochelle

Annual Parish Festival

Our Annual Perogie Festival will take place on
Saturday August 30, 2026. We are preparing for the
big day. Volunteers: Mark your calendar and come
help us set up

Basket Raffle. We are looking for donations of bas-
kets. For more info please See Faith Neswick.
Cash Raffle. Ticket are available for purchase.
Support your parish, purchase ticket/s

Cost of 1 ticket is $100.00.

Only 200 tickets are offered.

Drawing August 30, 2026

You can split the cost with family, friends, coworkers, fellow pa-
rishioners. You can be on multiple tickets.

Advanced payment for tickets would be appreciated.

Help us make it another success and have all 200 tickets sold!
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Parish Council

Monthly Council meting will take place on Sunday August 9
after Coffee hour. Guests are welcome.

Sunday’s Second Collection

Sunday’s Second Special Collection is dedicated each month to a
different cause.
Month of July is dedicated to Jr. UOL.

UOL Convention

We are excited to announce that this year’s UOL Convention will
take place here in Palos Park. July 29th through August 2,
2026

If you would like to participate or volunteer, please see Faith
Neswick, PM Olenka or Yurii Sendeha.

We will host hospitality night at Elements by the Odyssey in Or-
land Park on Wednesday night July 29th. Also, our chapter will
host Ukrainian Night with great food and fashion show on Friday
July 31 at our Church hall. On Sunday August 2 after the Hierar-
chal Divine Liturgy we will host brunch for everyone present.
Volunteers welcome. Yurii Sendeha

Sisterhood of St. Anne

We always happy to see volunteers in the church hall’s kitchen.
If you can give us an hour or two we will greatly appreciate that.
Work Schedule:

Tuesday July 28 5:30pm make stuffed cabbage & prep for UOL
Monday August 3 at 8:30am make cheese balls
Tuesday August 4 at 5:30pm make Cheese perogie
Monday August10 at 8:30am make pot balls
Tuesday August 11 at 5:30pm make pot perogies
Monday August17 at 8:30am make SK balls
Tuesday August 18 at 5:30pm make SK perogies
Sunday August 23 make cheese balls

Monday August 24 at 8:30am make Cheese perogies
Tuesday August 25 at 8:30am boil cabbage
Wednesday August 26 at 5:30pm make stuffed cabbage
Thursday August 27 at 5:30pm make stuffed cabbage
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Seven Day Vigil Candles

For the health of my daughter Iryna on her birthday.
God’s b;essings for many years by Halyna Kashpar )
For the health and God’s blessings

for Anatoli & Pamela Omelian by Fr. ll
Vasyl
For the health and God’s blessings of Patti Faye by John Batura
For the health of Jake by John Batura
For the health of Vira, Natalia, Oleksandr, Stepan, Sasha by Vira

e In memory of my parents Pavlo, Jaroslav. Memory Eternal
Heavenly Kingdom! M. Netvei

e In memory of my parents Pavlo & Polina Memory Eternal

Selfreliance association

Be3kowmmosne 6unoeHenHa ycix JTOKYMEHTIB JUIs
HoBornpuoOynux (Social Security. Work permit, Bene- ‘}
fits) 3a indopmartiero mpocumo 3BepTatuck 1o [lani

Matku Onenku Cenpera “Acomiariss Camonomiu.” abo

3a teneonom (773) 692-1010We offer free of charge consulta-
tion as well as filling up applications for Social Security, work

authorization and benefits for new immigrants. For more info see
PM Olenka.

50/50 Club

Winner of the month of July was Ukrainian School Barvinok.
Next drawing will take place on Sunday August 23, 2026

We encourage to buy tickets for the whole year for a discounted
price of $65.00. If you would like to buy for one or several
months the ticket is $6.00 for a month. You can win $250.00.

All of the proceeds go to College Scholarship Fund of our parish.
Support children of our parish family.

For more info please see Ivan Bryndzia & Vitalii Kulyk
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Prayer Corner for the Month of July 7

We ask all of you to remember in your prayers

the following individuals, who are in need of

God's healing and grace:

Jake, Anne, Marcia, Carolyn, Judy, Donna, Danylo Drapala,
Nina Gregosanc & family, Larry Pierog, Mark, Judy Broud,
Mary Wisniowski, Mary Pirtle, Bob Lewandowski, Andy,
Bohdan, Ralph Palm, David, Irine, Zoriana, Lev, Alla
Grzymski, Nicole, John & Patti, Barbara Patronik, Barbara
Bruce, Chloe McKinney, Yuriy Zmysly, Dorothy Seliga, Hal-
yna & Wolodymer Kashpar, Mykola, Priest Vasyl Dovhan, Tina
& Frankie, Alexander, Anatoli & Pamela, Janet, Sam and
Rocky, Natalia, Natalia.

Pray for soldiers in Ukraine: Petro Drapala, Yaroslav, Pavlo,
Slavko, Mikola, Victor, Taras, Yuriy, Stepan, Mykola, medic
Stella, Oleg, Yuriy, Dmitro, Bohdan, Roman, Mykola, Kostia,
missing in action Vitaliy.

Pray for Our expecting mothers:
Marta and Olha

New moms: Maria, Viktoria, Bozhena, Tetiana, Natalia, Anna,
Krystyna, Pavai, Myroslava, Nataliia, Maria, Michelle.

If there is anyone who is in need of prayers, and you want to
add them to the prayer corner, please notify Fr. Vasyl

If you would like me to visit with the Sacraments of the Holy
Confession and Eucharist, please call the rectory.

to set up an appointment. [ will gladly visit everyone.

Fr. Vasyl

Memorial Service

July 26 — In memory of all of those who have
stepped into eternity in the month of July.




We are back to sponsored coffee hours

You can sponsor coffee hour monetarily by donating $50.00 to
cover the cost of one coffee hour.

If you would like to volunteer, please sign up the schedule is on
the door of the church hall kitchen. |

July 26— Zhra Family

August 2 — Jr. & Sr UOL brunch

August 9 —Bryndzia & Kulyk Family Scholarship Appreciation
August 16 —open

August 23 —open

August 30 — Festival

S S S S S S S S S S S Y

July 29-August 2, 2026 — UOL Convention
Thursday July 30— Tradicia restaurant —
Comedy Show and Dinner 5:30pm
Friday July 31—Dinner & Fashion Show 5:00pm
Saturday August 1—Great UOL Banquet at 5:00pm
Sunday August 30 — Annual Parish Festival
Sunday September 13— Pork & Chicken Roast Dinner at Noon

Free ESL Classes/Knacu Aneniiicoxoi mosu

The students and teachers have decided to take a sum- :
mer break with no formal classes for the months

of July and August on Wednesday evenings.

We plan to begin again in September, most likely Sept. 9. Watch
for a confirmation to be announced at the end of August.

Enjoy the joys of summer activities with your family and friends.

Blessings to all,  Pat Wolsko and Athena Gordan



